
VMware is the leading provider of virtualization solutions.  
VMware was founded in 1998 with the goal of bringing the 
benefits of virtualization to industry-standard computers.  
Our virtualization solutions represent a pioneering approach 
to computing that separates the operating system and appli-
cation software from the underlying hardware to achieve sig-
nificant improvements in efficiency, availability, flexibility and 
manageability. Our solutions enable organizations to aggre-
gate multiple servers, storage infrastructure and networks 
together into shared pools of capacity that can be allocated 
dynamically, securely and reliably to applications as needed, 
increasing hardware utilization and reducing spending. 

In the eight years since the introduction of our first 
virtualization platform, we have expanded our offering with 
virtual infrastructure automation products to address dis-
tributed and heterogeneous infrastructure challenges such 
as system recoverability and reliability, backup and recovery, 
resource provisioning and management, capacity and per-
formance management and desktop security. We have also 
complemented our virtualization platforms with a suite of 
related virtual infrastructure management products. Our 
broad and proven suite of virtualization solutions addresses 
a range of complex IT problems that include infrastructure 
optimization, business continuity, software lifecycle manage-
ment and desktop management.  

Solutions
In 1999, we introduced virtualization to x86 systems as a 
means to efficiently address previously unsolvable IT chal-
lenges and to transform x86 systems into general purpose, 
shared hardware infrastructure that offers full isolation, 
mobility and operating system choice for application envi-
ronments.

Our virtualization solutions run on industry-standard servers 
and desktops and support a wide range of operating system 
and application environments, as well as networking and 
storage infrastructure. 

Key benefits to our virtualization solutions include:

• Server Consolidation and Infrastructure Optimization.  Our 
solutions enable organizations to achieve significantly higher 
resource utilization by pooling common infrastructure resources 
and breaking the legacy “one application to one server” model.

• Physical Infrastructure Cost Reduction. Through server con-
solidation and containment, our solutions reduce the required 
number of servers and other related infrastructure overhead. 
Organizations are able to significantly decrease physical infrastruc-
ture costs through reduced data center space, power and cooling 
requirements.

• Improved Operational Flexibility and Responsiveness. We 
offer a set of automation and management solutions that reduce 
the amount of time IT professionals must spend on largely 
reactive tasks, such as provisioning, configuration, monitoring and 
maintenance. Additionally, as the need for physical infrastructure 
decreases, so does the need for the highly-specialized personnel 
required to manage and maintain such environments.

• Increased Application Availability and Improved Business 
Continuity. Our solutions enable organizations to reduce both 
planned and unplanned downtime in their computing environ-
ments by allowing them to securely migrate entire virtual environ-
ments to separate servers or even data center locations without 
user interruption.

• Improved Desktop Manageability and Security. Our desktop 
virtualization solutions allow IT organizations to efficiently control 
and secure desktop environments to end users regardless of their 
location, desktop hardware, operating system or business applica-
tion access needs.
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Products 
We began shipping our first product in 1999, and today we 
offer 17 products, widely recognized for their innovation 
and quality.  VMware has earned more than 100 awards for 
excellence, along with more than 20 techology patents. Our 
flagship desktop product, VMware Workstation, is in its sixth 
generation and our flagship server product suite, VMware 
Infrastructure, is in its third generation.  VMware VMotion™, 
a ground-breaking technology, performs live migration of 
running applications.  We offer a broad portfolio of products 
that spans the consumer desktop to the enterprise data 
center. Our products generally fall into three categories:

• Virtualization Platforms. Our virtualization platforms 
include a hypervisor for system partitioning that provides 
the capability to safely, securely and efficiently run multiple 
operating systems simultaneously on the same physical 
machine. Our platforms range from free, entry-level 
products for the desktop and server to more feature-rich 
desktop and server platforms.

• Virtual Infrastructure Automation. Our virtual infrastruc-
ture automation products utilize the unique benefits of 
our virtualization platforms to automate system infrastruc-
ture services, such as resource management, availability, 
mobility and security. By deploying our virtual infrastruc-
ture automation products with our virtualization platforms, 
VMware customers can reduce the operational complexity 
of their environments.

• Virtual Infrastructure Management. Unlike our virtual 
infrastructure automation products, which improve the 
runtime availability and reliability of the virtual machines, 
our virtual infrastructure management products automate 
the interaction between various IT constituencies and the 
virtual infrastructure for a specific set of point solutions. 
These solutions range from capacity sizing and assessment 
to development lab management.

Market Opportunity 
We believe that the addressable market opportunity for 
our virtualization solutions is large and expanding.  IDC 
estimates that less than one million of the 24.8 million 
x86 servers and less than five million of the 489.7 million 
business client PCs deployed worldwide are running 
virtualization software. We believe industry trends towards 
more powerful yet under-utilized multi-core servers and 
the increasing complexity of managing desktop environ-
ments will further accelerate the widespread adoption of 
virtualization for both server and desktop deployments.

Customers
Our customer base includes 100% of the Fortune 100 and 
over 91% of the Fortune 1000. Our customer base for our 
server solutions has grown to include 20,000 organizations 
of all sizes across numerous industries. We believe our solu-
tions deliver significant economic value for customers, and 
many have adopted our solutions as the strategic and archi-
tectural foundation for their future computing initiatives.

Partners 
We work closely with more than 350 technology partners, 
including leading server, processor, storage, networking 
and software vendors.  We have more than 6000 channel 
partners that include distributors, resellers, x86 system 
vendors and system integrators.  We have shared the 
economic opportunities surrounding virtualization with 
our partners by facilitating solution development through 
open application programming interfaces (APIs), formats 
and protocols and providing access to our source code and 
technology. 

VMware is headquartered in Palo Alto, CA with more than 
40 offices around the world.


