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Integrated Management in  
VMware and HP Environments 
HP Insight Control for VMware vCenter Server

Challenges of Multiple Consoles
Virtualization enables IT organizations to improve service levels, reduce costs and 
accelerate the delivery of IT services. Yet it also introduces a layer of virtual server, 
storage and network infrastructure that must be managed in addition to the underlying 
physical systems.

Many IT organizations rely on two separate consoles to manage physical and virtual 
assets, but this approach is complicated, costly and inefficient. It is difficult to link alerts 
and consoles and manage capacity effectively, and it is almost impossible to reconcile 
and analyze logs. Better tools are needed to provide a more cohesive and integrated 
management environment.

Comprehensive Management from Single Pane of Glass
The VMware vCenter management platform is a proven solution for managing virtualized 
infrastructure, with tens of thousands of customers using it to keep their virtual datacenters 
operating efficiently. Many of these customers rely on HP Insight Control to compete the 
picture by providing an in-depth view of underlying server, storage and networking systems.

The HP Insight Control extension for VMware vCenter Server integrates these two 
management environments, providing powerful hardware management capabilities 
directly from the VMware vCenter console. Virtualization administrators can deploy, 
provision, monitor and remotely control virtual and physical systems. They have a high-
level view of the enterprise and can zoom in to view and manage individual systems and 
virtual machines. They can also leverage HP Insight Control as an integration point for 
the broader portfolio of infrastructure management, service automation and IT operations 
solutions available from HP.

Best-in-Class Physical and Virtual Management—All Available from HP
HP Insight Control
HP Insight Control provides comprehensive visibility and control of the physical infrastructure. 
Proactive notification of impending failures and performance bottlenecks helps to reduce 
downtime, and advanced remote control capabilities accelerate time to repair when issues 
do arise. Accurate reporting of power consumption allows IT to improve energy efficiency 
and reclaim unused power and cooling resources. 

VMware vCenter Server
VMware vCenter Server provides a scalable and extensible platform for centrally monitoring 
and controlling VMware vSphere® environments. Streamlined workflows and standardized 
templates help IT accelerate provisioning, optimize utilization, eliminate manual errors and 
reduce operational costs. Stability and uptime are also improved, with dial-up control of 
high availability and fault tolerance, plus automated workload management to further 
optimize performance and power efficiency.

HP Insight Control Extension for VMware vCenter 
This free extension provides access to the tools and functionality of HP Insight Control 
from within the VMware vCenter console. Virtualization administrators receive hardware 
prefailure and failure alerts and can invoke HP management tools, such as Systems 
Insight Manager, iLO, Virtual Connection Manager and Onboard Administrator. 

AT A GlAncE

IT administrators are looking for ways 
to deliver better and faster support 
to the business, while simultaneously 
reducing the cost of managing 
complex physical and virtual 
infrastructure. VMware and HP offer  
a solution with Insight Control for 
VMware® vCenter™ Server. 

Integrated physical and virtual 
management from the VMware 
vCenter console gives administrators 
deep visibility and better control 
over all their assets. They can 
improve service levels, accelerate 
deployments, streamline day-to-day 
management tasks and spend more 
time focusing on strategic projects.

KEy BEnEfITs

• Improve IT efficiency with 
integrated management of 
physical and virtual infrastructure 
from the VMware vCenter console.

•	Gain comprehensive visibility  
and control over server, storage 
and network infrastructure, all 
from a single pane of glass.

•	Reduce downtime through 
integrated monitoring and 
troubleshooting, automated 
hardware alerts and powerful 
remote control.

•	Optimize power utilization  
by monitoring and proactively 
managing power for both virtual 
machines and their physical hosts. 

•	View, monitor and provision HP 
storage to quickly create, clone 
and scale virtual environments. 

•	Visually trace and monitor your 
network, all the way from the host 
to the individual network modules 
connected within your domain.

•	Maintain strong, role-based 
security with single-sign-on 
access to HP Insight Control  
from the VMware vCenter console.
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VMware and HP Environments 

HP Insight Control Storage Module for vCenter
This free plug-in for VMware vCenter Server lets virtualization administrators quickly obtain 
context-aware information about HP storage. They can create and manage datastores and 
virtual machines and see how virtual machines are mapped to datastores and individual 
disk volumes. With this integration, virtual environments can be created and managed 
more easily, and quality of service can be maintained more effectively. 

Better Management with Less Effort 
Higher Uptime and Faster Problem Resolution
Integrated management delivers enhanced functionality and automation, so IT administrators 
can improve service levels while reducing the time and effort required. For example, HP tools 
continuously monitor server hardware components. If a potential failure is detected, an 
alarm is passed through to the VMware vCenter console, the server is automatically placed 
in maintenance mode, and VMware Distributed Resource Scheduler (DRS) relocates the 
virtualized workload to a different host. IT can then replace the relevant component and 
restore systems and workloads to their initial condition—all without any service disruption. 

Automated Power Optimization
VMware Distributed Power Management (DPM) and HP Insight Control work together  
to monitor power consumption across the physical and virtual infrastructure and to shift 
workloads as needed to maximize utilization and performance per watt. IT can reduce 
operating costs and support more and heavier workloads in existing facilities, without 
upgrading power and cooling infrastructure.

Find Out More
Visit the following links to learn more:

Visit the HP and VMware Alliance webpage to learn more.

www.hp.com/go/vmware/storage

