
Getting Started with 
Virtual Appliances



Process Overview

Quick and easy process
No software to install (install VMware once)

Evaluate or deploy completely configured and tested 
solutions within minutes!
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Get VMware Software

If you don’t already have VMware software installed…
Go to http://vmware.com/download
Download one of our free products 

OR

Download a trial of VMware Infrastructure 3
(for advanced, enterprise-class virtualization) 

OR

Download a trial of VMware Fusion if you run a Mac
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Find a Virtual Appliance

Go to http://vam.vmware.com/
Use the search function or 
browse different categories for a 
virtual appliance that interests 
you…
There are more than 575 virtual 
appliances to choose from
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Find a Virtual Appliance
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For this example, find the MindTouch Wiki virtual 
appliance and click the
[TRY NOW] button…



Find a Virtual Appliance
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On the MindTouch site, click the download

button and the download process will begin…



Unpack the Virtual Appliance
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Find your favorite UnZip utility and unpack the 
MindTouch virtual appliance
Navigate to the new folder which was created



Read the Getting Started Docs
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- Open INSTALL.HTM in your 
browser
- Read the installation 
instructions
- Unzip the actual appliance 
(step 2)



Run the Virtual Appliance
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Find the file Deki.vmx and double click on it to open the Virtual Appliance 
(in VMware Player or VMware Server… whichever is associated with the 
.vmx file type)



Run the Virtual Appliance
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Allow the virtual appliance to boot and go through all of the initial boot 
auto-configuration…



Run the Virtual Appliance
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Accept the terms of the EULA…



Run the Virtual Appliance
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Complete the Registration form…



Run the Virtual Appliance
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Let the Virtual Appliance complete the registration and configuration 
process. Write down the management URL indicated…



Run the Virtual Appliance
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In your favorite browser,  navigate to the management URL and complete 
the initial configuration process…
Begin using your Virtual
Appliance!
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