
Tech Tips
Top 5 Tips for Getting Started with 
VMware vCloud Air
VMware vCloud® Air™ is an Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS) public cloud that enables organizations to quickly and securely  
take advantage of the benefits of the cloud while extending and maximizing the value of their existing on-premises VMware  
vSphere® investments. 

vCloud Air leverages the same tools, technologies and skills that enterprises already have, while delivering new cloud capabilities 
that allow organizations to drive business innovation and enjoy the benefits of a hybrid on-premises and off-premises cloud 
environment. vCloud Air provides IT teams with seamless network integration and common management and monitoring tools, 
with application compatibility to deploy anywhere without sacrificing security or performance.

For a successful migration of workloads to vCloud Air, keep in mind the following five tips when getting started.

1 Identify your use case

vCloud Air offers cloud services to meet the compute, 
storage and networking requirements for a variety of use 
cases. The most popular uses cases with existing 
customers are as follows:

• Disaster Recovery – A good first step in leveraging  
a public cloud platform is Disaster Recovery. Many 
VMware customers have invested significantly 
on-premises and need a cost-effective and  
seamless disaster recovery plan to protect their 
vSphere workloads. 

• Data Center Extension – VMware customers easily 
extend applications to vCloud Air with common 
management, seamless networking and unified support. 
Many customers choose development and test as a 
good way to start with a single application. From there, 
we see them move their back-office systems such as 
file/print servers, Active Directory, or SharePoint to the 
cloud. Another common extension use case is to 
leverage vCloud Air for seasonal bursting of Web or 
CRM applications, or to address geographic latency 
issues between data center and remote offices. 

• Data Center Replacement – For situations such as 
mergers, acquisitions, or spin-offs, IT may be forced  
to very quickly consolidate IT resources. vCloud Air 
provides a quick and secure way to “lift and shift” 
vSphere workloads. 

2 Choose the appropriate service to meet your needs

vCloud Air offers a multi-tenant Virtual Private Cloud or 
single-tenant Dedicated Cloud that includes compute 
(vRAM and vCPU), storage, bandwidth, and public IP 
address resour ces that can be expanded as needed. 
Each cloud service includes built-in redundancy, high 
availability, firewalling, load balancing, network address 
translation (NAT), DHCP, IPsec VPN, and disk I/O at no 
additional charge.

Figure 1: 3 cornerstone use cases for vCloud Air

vCloud Air also offers a variety of cloud services to help 
optimize your use case experience. 

• Disaster Recovery – VMware vCloud Air Disaster 
Recovery™ enables VMware customers to have a warm, 
standby site where vSphere workloads and data are 
replicated on a continual basis to avoid sustained 
application downtime if a disaster event should occur. 
vCloud Air also offers alternative data protection and 
storage strategies including a Data Protection Service 
to backup cloud VMs and Object Storage powered by 
Google for low-cost, durable storage. 

• Data Center Extension – vCloud Air enables you to 
easily add cloud data center capacity allowing 
workloads to migrate and communicate bi-directionally. 
Key drivers for this solution include flexibility in cloud 
consumption and bi-directional data flow and 
application migration features. vCloud Air Virtual 
Private Cloud provides a flexible subscription model 
allowing customers to add or subtract cloud resources 
as their needs change. In addition, Hybrid Cloud 
Manager™ facilitates stretched layer 2 network fabrics 
as well as low downtime application migration to and 
from vCloud Air. 
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• Data Center Replacement – vCloud Air provides a 
Dedicated Cloud for customers who want a single 
tenant compute service that can be divided into virtual 
data centers (VDCs). Each VDC can then have a 
logically separate set of workloads, access controls, 
resource monitoring and metering. Many customers 
also use Advanced Networking Services to add a 
layer of security and network controls powered by 
VMware NSX®. Customers may also add Direct Connect 
to facilitate and speed up large scale data and 
application migrations from the on-premises data 
center to vCloud Air.

3 Purchase your service

vCloud Air services are available in monthly and fixed-
term subscription packages which allow for predictable 
monthly billing. The VMware Subscription Purchasing 
Program (SPP) can simplify your buying experience by 
offering a flexible way to consume vCloud Air subscription 
services in the form of SPP credits that can be used on 
multiple services. One transaction unlocks all eligible 
vCloud Air services giving you the flexibility you need. 
You have the option of purchasing SPP Credits through 
a prepaid plan (SPP Prepaid) or monthly commitment 
plan (SPP Monthly).

4 Migrate your workloads

vCloud Air supports more than 5,000 applications and 
90 operating systems certified to run on vSphere. The 
underlying VMware technology that supports your 
existing applications means you can seamlessly move 
them to vCloud Air with no changes required.

You can move virtual machines, vApps, and templates 
from your onsite data center to vCloud Air in a few 
different ways:

• Move data in Open Virtualization Format (OVF) over 
the Internet or using high-speed connection with Direct 
Connect, a private, high-throughput, dedicated 
connectivity option.

• Use VMware vCloud Connector™ to connect, view,  
and copy onsite vSphere workloads to your vCloud  
Air environment.

• Leverage Hybrid Cloud Manager to simplify 
integration and management of workloads and 
provide 2-way app portability so workloads can be 
moved from on-premises to vCloud Air and back 
on-premises as needed. 

Learn how to use vCloud Air 
with Hands-On Lab

• Deploy a VM

• Migrate from your existing vSphere environment

• Explore basic networking and security principles

Learn all about vCloud Air at vcloud.vmware.com.

Figure 2: The VMware public cloud service for extending, replacing and securing your vSphere workloads.
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