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IT is managing multiple apps today—and that number is growing

Business goals and competitive pressures drive app growth
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Yet operating multiple apps comes with challenges

Lead
Forward

GET THE REPORT

See how CIOs are 
shaping the future today
In the full report from VMware and Forbes Insights, 
you’ll learn how CIOs are embracing their role as 
business leaders, and tackling the challenges of 
securing, running, and managing modern apps. 

Currently In 2025

CIOs are evolving their app strategies to generate revenues and accelerate change.

Modern apps help companies put customers and 
employees first
CIOs understand the critical role of modern apps:

CIOs report that modernization comes with roadblocks:

Challenges won’t keep goal-focused 
CIOs from moving forward
Maintaining the status quo is a quick way to get left behind—and CIOs are betting 
big on modernization:

23%
Intend to keep about the same 

number of applications

56%
Will allow applications to develop 

as the business requires it

say they are critical for supporting 
a flexible working model that gives 
employees more choice

say they will be even more critical 
to customer experience between 
now and 2025 

Maintaining 
cybersecurity standards

Overstretching 
IT staff

Integrating across silos 
and different systems

Today’s CIOs are accelerating innovation in the enterprise, using 
digital channels to engage customers and employees in exciting 
new ways. To stay nimble and agile, tech leaders need to modernize 
their apps and run them on clouds that best suit their needs.

To better understand this journey, VMware commissioned Forbes Insights to 
survey over 600 CIOs across North America, South America, Europe, and APAC.* 
Here’s what they found.

72%
say CIOs should take 
a bold leap forward 
in developing their 
applications strategy

63%
say modern applications 
accelerate innovation 
and the adoption of 
other technologies

74%
believe CIOs are the 
leaders most responsible 
for accelerating change 
in the enterprise

66% 57%
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More Apps, More Opportunities: 
Why Tech Leaders are 
Putting Apps First


