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Delivering Standardized Online  
Testing as a Service with VMware

As the 2014–2015 school year target for compliance with the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative (CCSSI) draws near, school districts throughout the U.S. are 
looking for ways to meet the associated online testing requirements. Many are finding 
that VMware® Horizon View™ virtualized desktops are an ideal way to create an 
infrastructure that will make delivery of CCSSI online testing easy and secure.  
Benefits of delivering online testing with virtual desktops include:

•	Quickly flipping back and forth between a test environment and a general-purpose 
computer lab to minimize downtime for students needing access to computers to 
get their work done

•	Providing a high-availability environment to ensure that high-stakes tests are 
administered continually

•	Rolling out online testing applications in a matter of minutes by simply recomposing 
Horizon View desktops

•	Securely locking down zero clients from other applications and delivering 
centralized antivirus protection to desktops

•	Delivering online tests to a wide variety of devices for resource-constrained school 
districts who need to use old, repurposed PCs or laptops

However, building a virtual desktop infrastructure from the ground up can be a 
daunting task for many resource-constrained school districts. Coming up with the 
up-front capital for storage, networking, and servers can be a non-starter for some, 
while others may not have the technical expertise required to put all of the pieces 
together. VMware recognizes these challenges and offers a Desktop-as-a-Service 
(DaaS) solution either through one of our many national service providers (e.g., 
NaviSite, Dell) or directly through VMware Horizon™ DaaS® on VMware vCloud® 
Hybrid Service™. In fact, VMware Horizon DaaS is Pearson TestNav Qualified.

Horizon DaaS is purpose-built for delivering virtual desktops from the cloud. VMware 
has worked with service provider partners to offer the same desktop experience as 
private cloud systems without the up-front costs or hassles of managing your own 
infrastructure. Benefits of a cloud-based virtual desktop deployment include:

•	Fast and flexible (low risk) – Easy to try, and easy to buy. Start small and grow. Get 
desktops immediately when needed.

•	Asset security – Data is centralized within secure datacenters rather than stored on 
at-risk physical hard drives in the field. The solution is inherently safer.  

•	No CapEx; all OpEx – No up-front costs.

•	End-user productivity – DaaS allows users a seamless Windows desktop 
experience, or access to critical applications only, from any device. This means no 
learning curve and no impediment to operations. Consume desktops as a monthly 
subscription service and pay for desktop service-level agreements.

•	Multiple datacenters – Ensure that desktops are hosted in the nearest datacenter 
for high performance.

•	Hybrid model flexibility – Deploy private cloud virtual desktops for some locations 
and public cloud for others.

In addition to supporting online testing, virtual desktops can be used to support 
computer labs, Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) programs, libraries, and many other 
use cases. Each school district is different and the VMware Horizon DaaS solution 
gives your school district the opportunity to see if a virtual desktop solution meets 
your performance expectations before you make a significant investment.

Key TaKeaway

The choice is yours: Deliver a 
secure online testing desktop 
from your private cloud or have 
the desktop delivered as a 
service from VMware.  
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