
Together, VMware® and Nimble  
Storage deliver a cost-effective,  
risk-free, and secure VDI solution for 
remote and branch offices. 

Key Benefits
�� Cost-effective, certified VDI solutions 

enable VDI for remote and branch 
office deployments.

�� Scalable flash-optimized storage 
solutions deliver the performance for 
optimal user experience and allow 
deployments to growth as needed. 

�� Easy deployment, simplified central-
ized operations, and rapid provision-
ing reduce risk for VDI and lower 
management overhead.

Accelerate Your Branch Office’s Move to  
Virtual Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) with  
VMware View and Nimble Storage
The move to virtual desktops brings many advantages to both IT and end-users— 
especially when supporting branch offices desktops (BOD). In addition to lowering the  
total cost of supporting end-users’ computing needs, a well-executed virtual desktop  
infrastructure deployment built on a solid storage solution can deliver a better experience 
with improved accessibility to data and applications. Properly-designed VDI can also  
improve IT’s ability to deal with a growing number of local and remote users without  
breaking the bank.

Risk-Free VDI Solutions
Nimble Storage and VMware together deliver pre-tested and validated infrastructure to 
simplify the datacenter and desktop transformation for branch offices. This long term  
scalable solution comprises of Nimble Storage’s flash-optimized CS-Series, VMware 
View™ and other software components described below.

The Nimble Storage CS-Series is built on Nimble’s Cache Accelerated Sequential Layout 
(CASL™) architecture. CASL delivers the adaptive storage performance needed by VDI 
throughout the day—easily handling events such as read-intensive boot storms, and  
write-intensive patching and upgrades. This results in a better user experience and fewer 
support escalations since VDI performance is directly tied to storage. This is possible 
through Nimble Storage’s innovative use of flash as read cache and its write optimized 
storage layout. 

Together, Nimble Storage and VMware help IT tackle VDI in the branch office.

“We found that Nimble Storage’s 

unique architecture — combining 

flash and disk — delivers extremely 

high performance, which is the 

perfect environment for VDI. Using 

Nimble Storage flash-enabled arrays 

in our VMware View environment 

has vastly improved how our highly 

mobile workforce accesses their 

applications and data — enabling us 

to serve an ever-greater number of 

mobile workers without sacrificing 

storage performance or capacity.”

 Paul Nicholson
 VP of Information Systems
 EU Services

Since VDI centralizes end-user desktops in the datacenter, disaster recovery and data 
protection becomes even more crucial. Nimble Storage’s snapshot technology allows for 
frequent and efficient snapshots to be taken. Thus, user data and VMs can be retained 
longer without the space penalty of traditional storage. Recoveries are instantaneous,  
ensuring data is always available. Critical golden image VMs and user data can be  
efficiently replicated to another Nimble Storage array at a secondary site for affordable  
and easy-to-manage disaster recovery.

Easy to deploy and manage, VMware View efficiently delivers desktops and applications 
over the network—creating the foundation for desktop virtualization. Using View and the 
VMware Branch Office Desktop (BOD) solution, IT can grant or restrict access to desktops, 
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data, and applications. Key VMware components of the BOD solu-
tion include vCenter Operations Management (vCOPs) for View for 
centralized, simplified monitoring and management, and vShield™ 
for maintaining application and infrastructure security. 

Deploying VDI in the Branch Office
Nimble Storage and VMware can support desktop virtualization 
deployments in a remote office or branch office, whether these 
are deployed as centrally-hosted virtual desktops streamed to 
the end-user or locally-deployed desktops in the branch office. 
Leveraging smaller Nimble Storage-based configurations from the 
VMware Rapid Desktop Program, IT organizations can choose a 
more distributed VDI model with local infrastructure, moving VDI 
closer to the end-users—ideal for larger sites or deployments 
where performance and response times are critical. Alternately, 
IT can decide on a centralized model with Nimble Storage and 
VMware View, where desktops are hosted centrally and streamed 
to the end-user.

In either case, IT can remotely manage the VDI deployment includ-
ing the storage—remotely patching, backing up user data, and so 
on. Using both deployment models, IT can also securely support 
mobile users, thanks to the adaptive performance delivered by 
Nimble Storage and the security functionality of VMware vShield.

In situations with sporadic remote connectivity, IT can leverage 
VMware Mirage™, which centralizes image management allow-
ing for maintenance of core images without disruptive user data. 
These core images, when updated, can be distributed to local 
sites efficiently, keeping all the user desktops up-to-date. The fast 
performance delivered by Nimble Storage’s CASL architecture 
ensures the updated virtual desktop images are available for distri-
bution—as and when they are needed—without any performance 
bottlenecks. Additionally, VMware Mirage replicates local changes 
back to the Mirage Server, where they are maintained. Nimble’s 
integrated snapshot functionality allows IT to protect these images 
and efficiently maintain a catalog of previous images in case they 
are needed. 

Making VDI in the Branch Office a  
Cost-Effective Reality
Nimble Storage and VMware together address the two factors that 
plague resource-constrained IT organizations when embarking on 
VDI projects for branch offices—driving down costs and streamlin-
ing management. 

Nimble Storage’s hybrid architecture coupled with easy-to-deploy 
VMware View helps rein in the cost of desktop virtualization. Data 
is compressed by as much as 75 percent when stored on  
Nimble—all without compromising performance. This means more 
VMs and user data can be stored in less space—offering greater 
consolidation. Additionally with VMware View linked clones and 
Nimble Storage zero-copy clones, virtual desktops can be instantly 
and efficiently created without creating full copies.

The combination of higher performance and efficiency makes it 
possible to consolidate desktop virtualization and other virtualized 
workloads such as Microsoft Exchange and Microsoft SharePoint 
on to the same storage system—improving the return on initial 
investment for VDI. 

Since IT doesn’t want to be burdened with managing each VDI 
component separately—especially in branch office deployments 
—VMware and Nimble Storage simplify and centralize desktop 
management. Leveraging VMware vCenter™ and View, IT  
administrators can easily provision, protect, and monitor/manage 
desktops. IT can additionally manage Nimble Storage through the 
Nimble Storage plug-in for vCenter. Using these management tools 
and Nimble’s “Scale to Fit” functionality, VDI deployments can be 
scaled as needed without breaking the bank.

Additionally, Nimble Storage’s proactive wellness features help 
IT pre-empt failures by providing real-time health analysis, alerts, 
and remote problem resolution. This means IT is assured that 
storage—whether it is in a centralized data center or in a branch 
office—is running optimally. This translates to fewer escalations 
and help desk calls. All functionality such as capacity efficiency, 
simplified management, and proactive wellness comes included 
in the CS-Series, eliminating the complexity and costs of multiple 
systems and licenses.

Get Started Today
The Branch Office Desktop solution from VMware and Nimble 
Storage provides a comprehensive and cost-effective solution for 
virtual desktop infrastructure. When deploying VDI for remote and 
branch offices, the combination of Nimble Storage CS-Series,  
VMware View, and VMware Mirage efficiently delivers virtual  
desktops as a service. Get started with a VMware View Rapid 
Desktop Program certified configuration built on the Nimble  
Storage CS-Series.

For additional information about the benefits of a joint  
Nimble Storage and VMware View solution, visit  
http://www.nimblestorage.com/solutions/vdi/  
or contact your local Nimble Storage representative.

 


